Sunday, February 16, 2025 6" Sunday after Epiphany

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving

THEN HE LIFTED UP HIS
EYES TOWARD HIS
DISCIPLES, AND SAID:
“BLESSED ARE YOU POOR,
FOR YOURS IS THE KINGDOM
OF GOD. BLESSED ARE YOU
WHO HUNGER NOW, FOR YOU
SHALL BE FILLED. BLESSED
- ARE YOU WHO WEEP NOW,
FDR YIJU SHALL LAUGH.
 LUKE 6:20-21
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WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING

Prelude

(PLEASE STAND As YOU ARE ABLE)

P We gather in the name of God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!
HYMN Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434
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1 Je sus shall reign  wher - e’er the sun does its  suc -

2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es

3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - 'ry tongue dwell on  his

4 Bless - ings a- bound wher - e’er he  reigns: the pris - ‘ners

5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and  bring pe - cu - liar
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ces - sive jour - neys runm; his  king-dom stretch from
throng to crown his  head; his name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est song; and in - fant voic - es
leap to lose their chains, the wea-r1y find e -
hon - ors to our king; an - gels de - scend  with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
our wellspring of life.
C Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, our creator, our protector,



P Together we pray,

C Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose
Injustice; we give In to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about
one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their
grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair
your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

P God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have

redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are mine.” In & Christ,
you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the
waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.

C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME! ELW 314
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A - mnse, your light has come! The  Spir - it’s call o - bey;

1
2 A - mse,your light has come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
3 A - nse,your light has come! All  you in sor-row bom,
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good fid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and  com - fort those who mourn.

THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal
of our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 17:5-10
> Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.
° They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
In an uninhabited salt land.
"Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.
® They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.
°The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—
who can understand it?
17 the LORD test the mind and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

L  The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
2 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of
you say there is no resurrection of the dead? ° If there is no resurrection of
the dead, then Christ has not been raised; *“ and if Christ has not been



raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in
vain. *> We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified
of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the
dead are not raised. *° For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not
been raised. '’ If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are
still in your sins. *® Then those also who have died in Christ have perished.
YIf for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to
be pitied.

“YBut in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died.

L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal Iife. Al-le-Tu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.
GOSPEL Luke 6:17-26

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.
"[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem,
and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.*® They had come to hear him and to be healed of
their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. *° And
all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed
all of them.

Y Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

?1 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.



“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

?2“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile
you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. % Rejoice in that day and leap
for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is what their ancestors did
to the prophets.

4 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
2> “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

5 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to
the false prophets.”

L The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Armen
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
HYMN O God, My Faithful God ELW 806
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read - y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may [  have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in my place, 1 must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir - it’s might, to live at peace with all.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.
each petition concludes...

God of grace, hear our prayer.

P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope
that your promise is revealed among the people.

C Amen.
OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 884
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow: praise him, all crea-tures here be - low;
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praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your
abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your
service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with
gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen.

THE MEAL

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are
available at communion. Grape juice is in the inner section of
communion tray, wine in the two outer rings.

If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please notify the server.

If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.




after all have communed

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace. C Amen.

Together we pray,

We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your
Spirit as we go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to
those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and
bring to earth the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
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P God bless you and keep you, = Jesus grant you grace and truth, and
the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. C Amen.

HYMN Joyful, Joyful ELW 836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav'n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow -ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.

teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!




DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Live in hope. C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Got Plastic Bags?
The Chicks are once again making mats for our campers
(homeless) and they need your help. Bring your plastic shopping
bags (like the ones from Publix or Walmart) and leave them in the
container in the narthex. The Chicks need hundreds of them to
create unique plastic mats that are very sought after. Thisis a
great way to recycle your leftover bags!

Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs tuna or canned meats.
All donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.

Did You Know...

The church has an assortment of medical assistance equipment
(walkers, wheelchairs, etc.) available for your use. Contact Barbra
in the church office to borrow something.

Looking Ahead...
Sunday School resumes next Sunday, 9:30 am, in the doublewide.
We will be studying Life Lessons in Ephesians by Max Lucado.

B TUCADROS

EPHESIANS
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Bell Choir
There will be no practice this Tuesday; you meet at 10:00 am
Saturday instead.

You Are Invited
On Sunday morning, March 2, between services, we will be placing
memorial bricks for all the former pastors of Faith. You are
welcome to attend the ceremony.

Lenten Services
There are 5 Wednesdays in Lent before Holy week. All services,
including Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, will he held at 7:00
pm.

Sign Up Today
Our 50" anniversary dinner will be held on Sunday, March 23, at
11:30 am at the Rotonda West Community Center. Cost will be
$15 per person. Sign-up sheets are in the narthex. Deadline for
registration is March 9™,

Lenten Ushers Needed
Lent will be here before we know it. We will need several ushers
for our Ash Wednesday service, then one per night for Wednesday
evening Lenten services. Also needed are ushers for Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. There is a sign-up sheet in the
narthex. This is one-time service and a good way to try being an
usher before you make a larger commitment.

Special Congregational Meeting
There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, March 9", at
9:30 am (between services). The purpose: to take a second and
final vote on the constitutional amendments proposed at the
January meeting.



Attendance last week: 47 (8:30) + 57 (10:30)

WE PRAY FOR...
Jim Porter Carolyn Furman Ginny Linsberg
Toni Newton Kay Culver Todd & Becky Schultz

Al & Sylvia Armen
[Note: several folks were moved from this list to the long-term
prayer list in our newsletter.]

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 8:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks

10:00 am Council
Wednesday 3:00 pm Bible Study
Saturday 10:00 am Bells

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Linda Jasper
First Service
Assistant: Dave Woodliff
Usher: Mary Lou Fitzgerald

Second Service
Assistant: Ellen Lindhurst
Ushers: Debby Porter, David & Donna Johnson



